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18. Restriction on suits against trade organisations.—Notwith-
standing anything contained in any law for the time being in force or in the articles
or memorandum ol a registered trade organisation, no suit or other legal proceedings
relating to alfairs of a trade organisation shall be instituted or commenced in any
court except High Court.

19. Compulsory membership of trade organisations.—(1) Notwith-
standing anything contained in any other law for the time being in force or in the
articles or memorandum ol association of any trade organisation or other company
or in any agreement or other instrument, the Federal Government may,—

(a) subjecttoany rules made in this behalf, by order in writing, direct any
firm, company or other concern engaged in any trade, commerce,
industry ¢r service to be a member of registered trade organisation
specified in the order; or

(b) ilit considers expedient in the interest of trade, commerce, industry,
orservice, by notification in the official Gazette, direct all such firms,
companies or concerns or any class thereof engaged in trade,
commerce, industry or service, as may be specified in the notification
subject to exception if any, to be members of the registered trade
organisation or organisations specified in this behalf in such
notification.

(2) Upon the issue of an order or notification under sub-section (1), the
registered trade organisation concerned shall admit as its member any firm, company
or concern directed to be its member by such order or notification.

20. Restriction on membership.—(1) No person shall be a member of
more than such number of trade organisations as the Federal Government may, by
notification in the official Gazette, specify in this behalf.

(2) A person convicted for any ollence under this Act shall not hold, or
be eligible for holding, any office in a registered trade organisation unless a period
of five years has clapsed.

21.  Appeal.—(1) Any person or trade organisation aggrieved by any
decision or order ol'the Administrator may, within fourteen days of communication
ol such decision or ordar, prefer appeal to the Regulator.

(2)  Any person or trade organisation aggrieved by any decision or order
of the Regulator may, within fourteen days of communication of such decision or
order, prefer appeal to the Federal Government whose decision, subject to sub-
section (4), shall be final.
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(3) Onappeal under sub-section (1) the Regulator or, as the case may be,
under sub-section (2) the Federal Government may suspend the operation or
execution of the decision or order appealed against until the disposal of such appeal.

(4) Any person aggrieved by the final order or decision of the Federal
Government, involving'a question of law, may, within thirty days of such order or
decision, prefer appeal to the High Court.

22. Delegation of powers.—(1) The Federal Government may, by
notification in the official Gazette, direct that all or any of'its powers under this Act
shall, in relation to such matters or subject to such conditions as may be specified
therein, also be exercisable by the Regulator.

(2) The Regulator may, by order in writing, authorise the Administrator or
any other officer to exercise and perform any of his powers and functions under
this Act.

23. Federal Government may carry out functions of the
Regulator.—Notwithstanding anything contained in any other provision of this Act,
the Federal Government may, by notification in the official Gazelte, direct that
powers and functions of the Regulator shall, under such circumstances or in such
cases, as may be specified in the notification, be exercised and performed by the
Federal Government and upon such notification reference to the Regulator in the
relevant provisions of this Act shall be construed as reference to the Federal
Government and such provisions shall have effect accordingly.

24, Power to levy fee etc.—The Federal Government may levy and
charge prescribed processing fee for grant of licence or renewal of licence 1o a
trade organisation and for examining performance reports, audited accounts and
other documents submitted to the Federal Government or the Regulator.

25, Penalty.— Where a person contravenes any provision of this Act or
any rule or order made or any direction or instruction given thereunder or obstructs
any officer or person acting under or in pursuance of any such provision, rule, order,
direction or instruction, shall be liable to penalty which may extend to one hundred
thousand rupees.

26. Contravention by comjpanies, etc.—Where a person contravening
o: ‘ailing to comply with, any provision of this Act or any rule, order or direction
made or issued thereunder is a company or other body corporate, every managing
director, director, manager, secretary or other officer or agent thereof shall, unless
he proves that the offence was committe:d without his knowledge or that he exercised
due diligence to prevent its commission, shall be liable to the penalty as provided for
such contravention or failure.
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27. Trade (')rg.{unismions Fund.—(1) There shall be established a fund
1o be known as the Trade Organisations Fund which shall consist of —

(a) grants made by the Federal Government and the Provincial
Governments;

(b) fees and penalties collected by the Regulator; and
(c) contributions from local and foreign donors or agencies.

(2) The Federal Government shall make rules and regulations for utilizing
and incurring expenditures from the Fund.

(3) For the purpose of maintaining the Fund the Federal Government
may open and maintain accounts at such scheduled banks as it may from time to
time determine,

28.  Presumption as to orders.— Where an order purports to have
been made or signed by an authority or person in exercise of any power conferred
by or under this Act, a court shall presume that such order was so made by that
authority or person.

29. Mode of recovery.—Any sum imposed as penalty under this Act
shall be recoverable as an arrear of land revenue.

30.  Indemnity.—No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie
against any person for anything which is, in good faith, done or intended to be done
in pursuance of this Act or any rule or order made or any direction given thereunder.

31.  Power to make rules.—The Federal Government may, by notification
in the official Gazette, make rules for carrying out purposes ol this Act.

32, Actto override other laws.— The provisions of this Act shall have
effect notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any other law, for the
time being in (orce.

33. Merger of trade organisations.—Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other law for the time being in force or provisions contained in
memorandum and articles of association of any trade organisation, the Federal
Government may, by notification in official Gazette, direct any number of trade
organisations to merge il each of them is involved in the same or significantly
similar trade, industry or services or any combination thereof®
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Provided that it two or more trade organisations are involved in the same or
significantly similar trade, industry or services or any combination thercof, their
merger shall be determined by the Federal Government whose decision in this regard
shall be final.

34. Transitional provisions.—(1) All existing trade organisations, before
making application for grant of licence under this Act, shall alter their memorandum
and articles of association or any existing arrangement and shall take such other
actions as are necessary o bring the constitution, working and procedures of the
existing trade organisations in conformity with provisions of this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act or any other law, for
the time being in force, or provisions contained in the memorandum and articles of
association of any trade organisation, in order to bring the composition of the
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, chambers and
associations in conformity with the provisions of this Act, the Federal Government
may, within six months ol the commencement of this Act, pass any orders deemed
appropriate for this purpose. Such orders may include, but not limited to, extension
of tenure ol the office bearers and committees or supersession ol Executive
Committee or appointment of administrator or annulment of elections of any trade
organisation including the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, held under the repealed ordinance or the order of the court. Simultancously,
with the passing of sucih order, the Federal Government shall issue schedule of
election for the respective trade organisation,

35. Repeal and savings.— On commencement of this Act,—

(a) the Trade Organisations Ordinance, 1961 (XLV ol 1961), in its
application to trade organisations with objects and business not confined
to onc Province, shall stand repealed with elfect from the 30th
December, 20006; and

(b) saveasotherwise expressly provided, nothing in this Act, or any repeal
effected thereby, shall affect or deemed to affect anything done, action
taken, investigation and proceedings commenced and orders, rules,
regulations, appointment, documents or agreements made, directions
given, proceedings taken and instruments executed or issued under or
in pursuance of the repealed ordinance and any such thing, action,
investigation, proceedings, orders, rules, regulations, appointments,
deeds, documents, directions, proceedings shall, if in lorce at the
commencement of this Act and not inconsistent with any of the
provisions of this Act, continue to be in force and have effect as if it
were respectively done, taken, commenced, made, directed, given,
executed or issued under corresponding provision of this Act.
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36. Validation of actions ete.—Anything done, actions taken, orders
passed, instruments made, proceedings initiated, processes or communications issued,
powers conferred, assumed, exercised by the Federal Government or Regulator on
and after the 4th October, 2007 and before the commencement of this Act shall be
deemed to have been validly done, made, issued, taken, initiated, conferred, assumed
and exercised and the provisions of this Act shall have, and shall be deemed always
to have had. effect accordingly.

IFTIKHAR ULLAH BABAR,
Secretary,
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